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DETAILED ACTION 
Examiner ''s Note 

1. Examiner notes that the Office Action herein is in response 
to the Request for Continued Examination (RCE) filed on 
02/13/2007. The following rejection is in response to the 
Notification of Reasons for Refusal prepared by the foreign 
Patent Office. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C, 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 and 3-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Yoshiyuki (JP 11-093478) in view of Hsu 
( JP 11-245771) , 

Regarding Claims 1 and 3-6 / Yoshiyuki discloses {for 
example, refer to paragraphs [0011] - [0032] and figure 5 in the 
specification) , an invention of "an in-vehicle-environment 
control system comprising a communication device (keyless 
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transmitter 1) and an in-vehicle-environment control device 
(keyless receiver 3, control unit 9, door lock drive unit 41, 
door mirror drive unit 45, seat position drive unit 47, rearview 
mirror drive unit 53, audio unit 51, navigation unit 49) 
communicatable with the communication device installed in a 
vehicle; a detecting means (fingerprint sensor 5) in the 
communication device to detect data for personal authentication, 
an unlock-requesting means (fingerprint sensor 5) in the 
communication device to request the in-vehicle-environment 
control system to unlock the door of the vehicle, a transmitting 
means (transmitting portion 17) to transmit the personal 
authentication data detected by the detecting means and the 
unlock request from the unlock-requesting means to the in- 
vehicle-environment control system, a personal authentication 
processing means (verification portion 25) performing a personal 
authentication process based on the personal authentication data 
transmitted by the transmitting means, an in-vehicle-environment 
(feature-point data storage portion 29) to register and store 
data, setting a predefined in-vehicle environment in the vehicle 
appropriate for the individual to be verified by the personal 
authentication process, a door unlocking control means (control 
unit 9, door lock drive unit 41) in the in-vehicle-environment 
control device to unlock the vehicle door when the verification 
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was completed successfully by the personal authentication 
processing means, and an in-vehicle-environment control system 
that sets the in-vehicle environment in the vehicle based on the 
personal data registered in the in~vehicle-environment 
registering and storing means when the vehicle door was unlocked ' 
by the door unlocking control means and the same driver boarded 
the vehicle simultaneously, and in addition, when the driver 
sets each device to his/her desire, collects the plurality of 
pieces of setting information outputted by the devices, forwards 
them to the in-vehicle-environment registering and storing means 
(feature-point data storage portion 29), relates them to the 
personal authentication information, and stores them (changes 
the setting)", is described. 

The invention relating to claims 1 and 3-6 in this 
application and the invention described in the Yoshiyuki are 
different only in the following two points, and they are not 
particularly different in any other ways: 

(1) Whereas the "communication device" in the invention 
relating to claims 1-8 in this application is able to 
communicate to and from the passenger environment control 
device, the "communication device (keyless transmitter 1)" in 
the invention described in the Yoshiyuki is able to communicate 
only to the in-vehicle-environment control device. 
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(2) Whereas the "in-vehicle-environment control device" in 
the invention relating to claims 1-8 in this application sets 
the in-vehicle environment if the verification was successful 
and the door was unlocked, the "in-vehicle~environment control 
device" in the invention described in the Yoshiyuki sets the in- 
vehicle environment if the verification was successful, the door 
was unlocked, and the same driver boarded in the vehicle. 

Regarding the first difference. Examiner takes Official 
Notice that both the concept and the advantages of keyless entry 
devices are able to communicate to and from the main control 
device, (for example, refer to Kokai [unexamined patent 
application publication] No. HI - 95955.) 

Regarding the second difference, Hsu discloses in 
paragraphs [0011-0025] and figures 1-9, an invention of "an in- 
vehicle-environment control system in which a personal 
authentication processing means (fingerprint checking device 30) 
verifies data from a personal authentication detecting means 
(door-mounted fingerprint sensor 14), if the verification was 
successful, the system unlocks the vehicle door and at the same 
time, automatically sets the seat position (car seat 38), the 
mirror (mirror 40), etc. according to the personal 
authentication information, and in the entertainment center 50, 
sets chosen/preset frequencies for a radio tuner (preset 
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stations) and playback order of content data (selection of pre- 
selected compact discs or other music medias)", is described. 
Therefore, one having ordinary skill in the art would have 
incorporated the teaching of Hsu into the system of Yoshiyuki to 
achieve a more user-friendly environment. 

Furthermore, in audio/visual equipment, it is usually 
well known that sound volume, sound quality, volume balance, 
and image qualities such as color or value can be set for 
each individual. Also for in-car audio visual equipment, a 
question of which items of which devices in the equipment are to 
be set as an in-vehicle environment for each individual is 
merely a matter that a person skilled in the art can 
discretionary decide within the scope of his/her common 
inventiveness . 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Samuel J. 
Walk whose telephone number is (571) 272-2960. The examiner can 
normally be reached on M-F:. 8:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Jeffrey Hofsass can be 
reached on (571) 272-2981. The fax phone number for the 
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organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 

(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access. to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 

(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



SJW 




